[Out-patient palliative care of children with cancer and their families].
Pediatric palliative care is still in its beginning. Most children with life-threatening disorders succumb with incomplete symptom control under in-patient conditions. Due to the limited number of patients and large hospital-home distances the realization of out-patient concepts of palliative care especially for children and adolescents with cancer is purposeful and beneficial. In a pilot project such an a aforementioned concept of pediatric palliative care proved successfully working despite insufficient conditions. Guidelines of pediatric palliative care are to be defined at short notice in order to ascertain autonomy and mobility of patients aiming at highest possible quality of life. The recently initiated program of integrating ambulatory and in-patient care within the regulations set forth in Germany's last health care system reform offers the chance of palliative home care of children in their terminal phase of life.